
From:  Moher D, Liberati A, Tetzlaff J, Altman DG, The PRISMA Group (2009). Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-
Analyses: The PRISMA Statement. PLoS Med 6(6): e1000097. doi:10.1371/journal.pmed1000097 

 
For more information, visit www.prisma-statement.org. 

 

PRISMA 2009 Flow Diagram 
 

 
Records identified through 

database searching (Pubmed) 
(n = 347 ) 

Sc
re

en
in

g  
In

cl
ud

ed
 

El
ig

ib
ili

ty
 

Id
en

tif
ic

at
io

n 

Additional records identified 
through other sources: Scopus, 

Ovid, references of other papers 
(n =  804 ) 

Records after duplicates removed 
(n = 746  ) 

Records screened 
(n = 746  ) 

Records excluded 
(n = 726 ) 

Full-text articles assessed 
for eligibility 

(n = 26 ) 

Full-text articles excluded, 
with reasons 

(n =  6 )* 
*no English language 

 

Studies included in 
qualitative synthesis 

(n = 20 ) 

Studies included in 
quantitative synthesis 

(meta-analysis) 
(n = 20  ) 


